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Teach Saskatchewan 2 Spring 2020

You’re committed to living and working in Saskatchewan and are 
preparing our children for their bright futures. We’ve prepared Teach 
Saskatchewan to help integrate Saskatchewan-published books into 
your classrooms, libraries, and beyond. The books featured in this 
catalogue have been selected from Saskatchewan publishers and have 
been evaluated for curriculum content. Your local bookstore or regular 
distributor will have many of these books because they know you want 
to support local authors and businesses in your communities.

SaskBooks is the non-profit creative industry association for the 
publishing sector in Saskatchewan. Find reviews of our publishers’ 
books at reviews.skbooks.com. If you can’t find the Saskatchewan 
books you’re looking for, visit saskbooks.com, use the order form  
on the back of this catalogue, or give us a call at (306) 780-9811. 
Teachers, schools, and libraries receive a 20% discount.

We’re looking for your feedback. If you’d be interested in participating 
in a Teach Saskatchewan focus group, or suggesting other ways of 
integrating locally published books into your teaching, please email  
bookweek@saskbooks.com for more details.

SaskBooks is grateful for the support it received for this resource from  
the Access Copyright Foundation, the Canada Book Fund, and from  
Creative Saskatchewan.

Teach Saskatchewan

Bringing Métis Children’s Literature to Life:
Resource Kit

This kit contains 21 resources and includes: 13 children’s books — 
12 bilingual in English and Michif, complete with an audio CD with 
narrations in both languages, one English-only children’s book; 4 
DVDs — 3 made from books, 1 Métis dance DVD; 2 sets of study 
prints; 1 series of 5 comics based on Métis folklore; and 1 teacher 
guidebook, 5 themes with lesson plans for each including Who 
are the Métis? Métis Values – Good Medicine; Métis Roots; Métis 
Entertainment and Stories; and Métis Dance. The resource guide is 
available free, online at www.metismuseum.ca/learning_resources.

Bringing Métis Children’s Literature to Life:  
Resource Kit

This kit contains 21 resources and includes: 13 children’s books — 
12 bilingual in English and Michif, complete with an audio CD with 
narrations in both languages, one English-only children’s book;  
4 DVDs — 3 made from books, 1 Métis dance DVD; 2 sets of study 
prints; 1 series of 5 comics based on Métis folklore; and 1 teacher 
guidebook, 5 themes with lesson plans for each including Who 
are the Métis? Métis Values – Good Medicine; Métis Roots; Métis 
Entertainment and Stories; and Métis Dance. The resource guide is 
available free, online at www.metismuseum.ca.
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The Day I Lost My Bear  
In Cypress Hills
M. Larson 
Illustrated by K. Brahmachari

Early Childhood Education

A family adventure at the grandparents’ 
cabin engages readers in life at Cypress 
Hills, noting the attractions and the 
wildlife that may be encountered. 
The loss of the boy’s bear creates 
a crisis at day’s end, but is happily 
resolved. 32 pages. M. Larson Books, 
9781775321859, $13.99

Leaving Mr. Humphries
Alison Lohans 
Illustrated by Gretchen Ehrsam

Arts Education, ELA, Kindergarten

Aunt Judy and Grandpa do their best 
to introduce Josh to their rustic life at 
the cottage while his mother is on a 
business trip. Josh clings to his stuffed 
bear, Mr. Humphries, for comfort in an 
unfamiliar situation. The characterization 
of loving older relatives taking care of 
an anxious child in their simple way is 
touching, while Josh shows real growth 
in the course of his visit. 40 pages. 
Your Nickel’s Worth Publishing, 
9781927756072, $12.95

Lullaby Lilly
Laurie Muirhead 
Illustrated by Debora Johnson

ELA, Kindergarten

A little girl and her mother feed off each 
other’s creativity and make up fanciful 
rhymes about all the things that Lilly 
has seen, heard, tasted, smelled, and 
touched. Lilly learns she can create 
lullabies with her imagination, using the 
world around her for inspiration. Lullaby 
Lilly is a wonderfully rhythmic and fun 
book to read aloud, with alliteration 
and rhyming on every page. 48 pages. 
Your Nickel’s Worth Publishing, 
9781927756942, $14.95

Grades K-2
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What Did You Draw?
Ruth Chorney 
Illustrated by Nicolas Chorney

Arts Education, ELA, Kindergarten

Two siblings share their love of art and 
their humour through wordplay and 
clever illustrations in this entertaining 
picture book. The illustrations show 
the contrast between Danny’s scribbly, 
child-like drawings and his sister’s more 
sophisticated pencil crayon pictures that 
stay skilfully within the lines. 32 pages. 
Your Nickel’s Worth Publishing, 
9781894431910, $14.95

You Can Count on the Prairies
Leila J. Olfert

Early Childhood Education, 
Kindergarten

This simple counting book offers a 
wealth of possibilities for discussion 
among young children including 
counting, numbers (Arabic and text), 
seasons, shapes, differences, similarities, 
and landscapes. Each single or double 
page spread features a number with 
its accompanying text and a beautiful 
photograph of the same number of grain 
bins in a Saskatchewan setting. 29 pages. 
Your Nickel’s Worth Publishing, 
9781988783116, $12.95

You Can’t Invite a Fish  
to a Dance Party
Jessica Williams 
Illustrated by Jimena de la Vega

Health Education

The pets all agreed they couldn’t invite 
Fish to the dance party. It would be 
too dangerous for him, and besides, 
he wouldn’t have any fun. He doesn’t 
have feet for dancing and he can’t sing 
karaoke. Fish finds a way to accept 
himself and for others to accept him 
for what he is and what he can do. 
32 pages. All Write Here Publishing, 
9781999539726, $11.99

Grades K-2
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Annie’s Bright Idea
Audrhea Lande 
Illustrated by Jenny Prest

ELA

Two young sisters venture out in 
Depression-era Winnipeg on a quest to 
find Santa Claus. Older readers will find 
themselves on a nostalgic journey of 
their own as this story triggers memories 
and evokes images of other days. The 
author has captured the ”I remember 
when” story with language such as “easy 
peasy” and colourful illustrations merged 
with reproductions of old photos, 
newspaper clippings, and memorabilia. 
32 pages. Your Nickel’s Worth 
Publishing, 9781894431545, $14.95

Baba’s Babushka:  
A Magical Ukrainian Wedding
Marion Mutala 
Illustrated by Amber Rees

ELA, Social Studies, Ukrainian-English

The wind brings Natalia a babushka just 
like the ones her Baba used to wear, 
taking the young girl on a magical 
journey to an autumn long ago to 
discover the wedding traditions of her 
Ukrainian heritage. She also learns how 
her family came to immigrate to Canada. 
Includes some text in Ukrainian, as well 
as a glossary, a traditional recipe, and 
references. 48 pages. Your Nickel’s Worth 
Publishing, 9781894431538, $14.95

Grades 3-5
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Cyclone!  
The Regina Tornado of 1912
Warren James 
Illustrated by Carly Reimer

Arts Education, ELA, Science,  
Social Studies

Based on the cyclone that devastated 
Regina in 1912, the brief text is presented 
chronologically and printed on a black, 
sepia-bordered background resembling 
text in the days of silent movies. The 
book’s last four pages include an “In 
Memoriam”, listing the names of the 
28 people who were the victims of the 
tornado. 39 pages. Your Nickel’s Worth 
Publishing, 9781894431712, $14.95

Good Morning, Sunshine!  
A Story of Mindfulness
Trina Markusson 
Illustrated by James Hearne

Health Education

A colourful, easy to read interaction 
between a mom and son as she reminds 
him to use his tools to overcome anxiety. 
The book highlights six mindfulness 
tools to use with children and students 
and is effective in bringing their attention 
to the present moment and settling 
stressful, worrisome thoughts. Perforated 
cards at the end of the book can be used 
as signals for each of the tools. 22 pages. 
Your Nickel’s Worth Publishing, 
9781927756775, $15.95

Murphy Mondays
Jane Smith 
Illustrated by Wendi Nordell

Health Education

Murphy Mondays: The First St. John 
Ambulance Dog in a Canadian 
Emergency Room relates the real life 
experiences of a St. John Ambulance 
Therapy Dog at the Royal University 
Hospital in Saskatoon on Mondays. 
The impact of these visits is felt by 
patients, family, and staff and has been 
shared with other hospitals across the 
country. 32 pages. DriverWorks Ink, 
9781927570456, $13.99

Grades 3-5
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Born Resilient: True Stories  
of Life’s Greatest Challenges
Allan Kehler

Health Education

This collection of courageous, real-life 
stories are true examples of loss, pain, 
and devastation, and covers addictions, 
abuse, domestic violence, and grief. 
The stories will help the reader gain 
insight as to how a person is able to 
persevere. The collection is organized 
around 5 themes of resilience. 120 pages. 
Your Nickel’s Worth Publishing, 
9781988783024, $17.95

Mistasinîy:  
Buffalo Rubbing Stone
Mary Harelkin Bishop 
Illustrated by Heaven Starr

ELA, Social Studies

Zach, a Cree student in a predominantly 
white Saskatchewan school, has a 
strained relationship with Danny. They 
are paired for a Social Studies project to 
excavate their Canadian origin story from 
their ancestors by asking them how they 
came to Canada. The project leads them 
to get to know their former “enemy” and 
offers new discoveries of both others and 
self. Mistasinîy deftly handles these post-
colonial ideas, especially for its given 
audience. 184 pages. DriverWorks Ink, 
9781927570326, $14.95

Grades 6-9
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Rank 6: Firestorm
Barry McDivitt

ELA, Health Education

As Emily struggles with depression 
and suicidal thoughts, she encounters 
a life-and-death struggle that helps her 
clarify her will to live. This fast-moving 
adventure highlights many of the issues 
that young people need to resolve as 
they learn about themselves and face 
the issues in their worlds. 169 pages. 
Thistledown Press, 9781771871624, 
$15.95

www.walkwithapolarbear.com
Mercedes Montgomery

ELA

Angela loves to ski in Jasper and thinks 
she saw a white bear, though there are 
no polar bears in Jasper. Concerned 
about the deterioration of their habitat 
and their very survival, the polar bears 
from Northern Manitoba have taken 
matters into their own paws. Note: 
the Ministry of Education has not 
evaluated the websites mentioned in the 
book. 125 pages. Your Nickel’s Worth 
Publishing, 9781894431293, $12.95

Grades 6-9
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Beethoven
Jim McLean

Creative Writing, ELA

Beethoven is a lively collection of 
poems presented in several invented 
voices, including the composer’s, the 
voices of the women in his life, and 
that of Beethoven’s tyrannical father. 
A clever merging of disparate elements 
with musical references is maintained 
throughout the book. The book is 
also scored with McLean’s simple but 
impressive illustrations. 117 pages. 
Burton House Books, 9780994866929, 
$20.00

Blackbird Song
Randy Lundy

ELA

Drawing deeply from his Cree heritage, 
as well as from European and Asian 
traditions, these poems search for truths 
found amid solitude, nature, and death, 
along with delight in the joy of love 
within the complexity of diverse 
relationships. Lundy accepts the weight 
and the richness of memory, drawing 
lyric portraits of intriguing people who 
have touched his life. 88 pages. 
University of Regina Press, 
9780889775572, $19.95

Corvus
Harold Johnson

ELA

It has been 80 years since North America 
was ravaged by wars and natural 
disasters. In this dystopian world, George 
Taylor, a lawyer from the thriving city 
of La Ronge, Saskatchewan, crashes his 
vehicle near a mountain-sheltered First 
Nations community. He discovers new 
ways of thinking that impact his sense of 
self and identity. 277 pages. Thistledown 
Press, 9781771870511, $19.95

Grades 10-12
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Forever Changed
Cheri Helstrom

ELA, History, Social Studies

Ritchie Scott grew up in the small 
prairie town of Alameda, Saskatchewan 
in the 1920s and journeyed from rural 
Saskatchewan to the battlefields of Italy 
during the Second World War, and home 
to Canada. Forever Changed, written 
by Ritchie’s daughter, focuses on major 
traumatic events in Ritchie’s life that 
led him to sign up for military duty and 
which result in Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD). 128 pages. DriverWorks 
Ink, 9781927570272, $16.95

Index
Roula Partheniou

Arts Education

Through her work, Toronto-based 
artist Roula Partheniou questions how 
much visual information we need to 
recognize objects, encouraging viewers 
to challenge visual assumptions through 
her recreations of household items. 
Richly illustrated throughout, the book 
also includes critical texts by Jennifer 
Matotek, Jon Davies, Ivan Jurakic, Fynn 
Leitch, and Peggy Gale, as well as an 
interview with Nate McLeod. 160 pages. 
Dunlop Art Gallery, 9781988404011, 
$29.99

Kisiskâciwan:  
Indigenous Voices from  
Where the River Flows Swiftly
Edited by Jesse Rae Archibald-Barber

ELA, Native Studies

This groundbreaking anthology from 
territory that is now Saskatchewan 
includes rich oral narratives from Cree, 
Saulteaux, Nakoda, Dakota, Dene, 
and Métis cultures; early writings from 
Cree missionaries; speeches and letters 
by Treaty Chiefs; stories from elders; 
archival discoveries; and contemporary 
literary works in all genres. Stories 
are from 96 voices that are historically 
and culturally comprehensive. 
446 pages. University of Regina Press, 
9780889775428, $39.95

Grades 10-12
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nakamowin’sa for the seasons
Rita Bouvier

ELA, Native Studies

This collection of poetry is a response to 
the highs and lows of life and represents 
an attempt at restoring order in order to 
live joyfully. Inspired by the metaphor of 
a voyageur sustained by song on his 
journeys, these “wordsongs for the 
seasons” draw heavily on images from 
nature as well as the joys, heartaches, and 
transgressions Bouvier has witnessed and 
experienced as a Métis woman. 79 pages. 
Thistledown Press, 9781771870559, $17.95

Triton’s Daughter
Emory Gayle

ELA

Taking place in the same world as the 
Water series, Triton’s Daughter brings 
to light another part of Mer and a side 
to its people that has yet to be seen. A 
whole new cast of characters, locations, 
powers, and gods awaits in this romantic 
and action-packed first installment. 
216 pages. Emory Gayle, 9781775353843, 
$14.99

Birds of Saskatchewan
Edited by Alan Smith, C. Stuart Houston, 
and J. Frank Roy

General Reference

Birds of Saskatchewan is a full-colour, 
comprehensive look at all the birds that 
call Saskatchewan home. 437 species of 
birds are documented in this 768-page 
compendium, a result of over ten years 
of work and several lifetimes of 
observation, research, and writing. This 
work celebrates Saskatchewan’s rich 
natural heritage and acknowledges the 
efforts made to study and sustain each 
bird’s presence in the province.  
768 pages. Nature Saskatchewan, 
9780921104346, $79.95

Grades 10-12

Reference
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